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MORPETH  RURAL  DISTRI  C  T . 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1918,  BY 
THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

(J.P.  PHILIP,  M.D.,  D.P.H.) 


■ 


MORPETH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


* 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND 
SANITARY  CONDITIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1918. 


Gentlemen , 

During  the  War  the  report e  of  Medical  Officers  have 
been  curtailed  and  deal  only  with  necessary  statistics  and 
general  conditions  of  the  health  of  the  district.  I  regret 
that  owing  to  repeated  epidemics  of  Influenza  and  consenjuent 
overwork  I  have  not  been  able  to  issue  this  report  earlier. 

The  Population  of  the  district  is  estimated  at  17,238 
for  Birth  Rate  and  at  15,385  for  Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  was  200,  Dairies  and 
cowsheds  160,  35  visits  to  slaughter  houses,  6  to  Bakehouses,  and 
90  to  other  wcrk shops,  whilst  40  houses  have  been  disinfected. 
Structural  improvements  have  been  carried  out  on  30  houses. 

(These  figures  are  only  approximate.) 

School  closures  have  been  numerous  on  account  of  very 
serious  epidemics  of  Influenza*  All  the  schools  in  the  district, 
except  Cambo,  have  been  closed  for  varying  periods,  in  some  cases 
more  than  once.  The  epidemics  of  Influenza  were  very  virulent 
and  fatal ,  as  many  as  21  deaths  occurred  in  one  month  at  i  egswood . 
These  were  almost  invariably  accompanied  by  very  acute  double 
pneumonia. 

.  *  • 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate* 

The  number  of  births  was  315  (male  153,  female  162) 

29  were  illegitimate.  This  is  equal  to  an  annular  rate  of  18.2 
per  1000.  This  is  much  below  the  usual  Birth  Rate. 
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Death  Rate. 


The  total  number  of  civilian  deaths  was  261,  this 
includes  31  at  the  Asylum  which  at  present  is  accommodating 
patients  from  Newcastle  and  Gateshead.  This  Asylum  death  rate 
ie  less  by  100  than  I  have  ever  known  it.  With  261  deaths  and 
an  estimated  population  of  15,385  the  death  rate  per  1000  is  16.9. 
Excluding  the  Asylum,  but  including  local  asylum  cases,  the  death 
rate  for  the  district  was  14.9  per  1000. 

The  Infantile  Death  Rate  is  much  lower  than  usual. 

There  were  25  deaths  amongst  children  under  1  year  which  is  equal 
to  a  rate  of  77.6  per  1000  children  bom*  Nino  of  those  were 
from  Debility  at  Birth  or  Premature  birth,  so  that  only  16  were 
caused  by  disease.  One  great  feature  in  recent  years  is  that 
Infantile  Diarrhoea  has  not  been  frequent.  There  are  only  2 
deaths  from  it  during  the  year  in  your  district. 

There  were  20  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  which 
is  equal  to  a  rate  of  1.29  per  1000. 

There  were  6  deaths  from  other  Tuberculous  diseases 
and  74  from  all  Respiratory  diseases.  Prom  Cancer  there  were  13 
and  from  Infectious  diseases  including  Influenza  (which  accounted 
for  49)  there  were  58  deaths.  From  all  forms  of  Diarrhoea  there 
were  only  2  deaths. 


Infectious  Diseases.  The  case 
Measles  •.  ..  .. 

Diphtheria  .. 

Scarlet  Fever  #.  .. 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 
Other  Tuberculous  diseases 
Enteric  fever  (at  Asylum) 
Ophthalmia-neo-natorum 
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There  were  no  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  in  the 


District  arid  a  great  reduction  in  nearly  all  the  other 
notifiable  diseases,  especially  in  measles.  Diphtheria  and 
Scarlet  Fever. 

Excepting  from  Influenza  there  were  only  6  deaths 
from  Infectious  diseases,  3  from  Diphtheria  and  3  from 
Whooping  Cough,  but  Influenza  alone  claimed  49  deaths. 

I  am,  Gentlemen , 

Yours  obediently. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN 
48/39  MORPETH  R.D.  1918. 


Causes  of*  Death. 

Males 

Females 

Civilians  only. 

All  Causes 

125 

136 

1.  Enteric  fever 

7 

— 

2.  Small  pox 

■ 

- 

3.  Measles 

- 

4.  Scarlet  fever 

- 

5.  Who  oping  cough 

l 

2 

6.  Diphtheria  and  croup 

*■* 

3 

7.  Influenza 

20 

29 

8.  Erysipelas 

• 

- 

9 .  Pul mo  nary  tub  e r eu 1 o  si s 

13 

7 

10.  Tuberculous  meningitis 

2 

11.  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

’ 

3 

1 

12.  Cancer,  malignant  di eease 

3 

10 

13.  Rheumatic  fever 

1 

14.  Meningitis 

3 

1 

25.  Organic  heart  disease 

6 

10 

16.  Bronchitis 

6 

9 

17.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

19 

17 

18.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

1 

■ 

19.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

2 

20  .  Ap  p  endi  ci  ti  s  and  t yph  1  i  ti  s 

1 

1 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

21A.  Alcoholi  an 

- 
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Males 

Females 

Causes  of  Death 

22.  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease 

23.  Puerperal  fever 

24.  Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  fever 

25.  Congenital  debility,  etc. 

26.  Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

27.  Suicide 

28.  Other  defined  diseases 

29 .  C aus e s  ill - def in e d  or  unknown 

s 

5 

5 

2 

32 

*  1  *  ‘ 

1 

1 

5 

3 

28 

. 2 . 

.... 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

■ 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

Poliomyelitis 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Total 

16 

- 

ii 

Illegi  timate 

1 

• 

Total  Births 

153 

162'' 

( 

Legitimate 

139 

- 

147 

Illegi  timate 

14 

15 

1 

Population  -  for  Birth  Rat©  17,238 


for  Death  rate  15,385 


General  Register  Office, 
Somerset  House, 

London,  W*C* 


April,  1919. 
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